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Door County’s Nature Off ers its Unending Hope
After the darkest night, the sun is sure to rise. After the harshest, coldest 
winter, spring’s sunshine and summer’s warmth are destined to arrive. 
There’s a rhythm to the cycle of days and seasons—and despite all the 
world’s uncertainties, we can rely on these steady cycles of nature to give 
our souls strength, calm, and connection. 
Weeks ago, we planned the annual theme of this issue not knowing its 
signifi cance. We aimed to thank all those who’ve given so very generously 
and recognize the community that makes possible our conservation 
work. Community conservation is not just a catchphrase—it’s how we are 
protecting Door County’s lands and waters for each other, for our whole 
community. 
Thanks to you, our community, the lands that you’ve helped protect are 
here now to off er fresh air, solace, and a connection to nature’s rhythm. 
You’ve given generously to help protect Door County’s nature; now Door 
County’s nature off ers its unending hope for you. The restoration of body, 
mind, and spirit through these lands and waters gives new meaning to a 
vision of life thriving on the Door Peninsula, its islands, and its waters.  
As you take care of yourself, your family, your neighbors, and friends, 
please take time with nature, wherever you are. Pause. Breathe. Listen. 
Observe. Feel. Refl ect. Whether you are observing the signs of spring from 
your window, reading the words of those who embraced nature’s rhythms 
like Aldo Leopold, John Muir, and Roy Lukes, or watching the photos and 
videos on our website and social media, allow nature’s restorative power 
to give you hope.
While the healing process will take time and holds much uncertainty, 
you can rely on the Land Trust’s protected places, open to our whole 
community...forever. Frogs will soon begin their chirp, birds will migrate 
to their nesting places, fi sh will journey upstream to spawn, and spring 
fl owers and new leaves will burst at every level from the ground beneath 
us to the forest canopy.  
Just as spring pushes forward, so too does our community-focused 
conservation work. We invite you to reach out to us and stay connected. 
We are stronger together.
Be well and stay safe,

Tom Clay   Cinnamon Rossman 
Executive Director  Director of Charitable Giving

P.S. Join us in celebrating the rhythm of the days and seasons by sharing 
photos, observations, and refl ections from nature on our website at 
DoorCountyLandTrust.org/DailyNature.
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Dear Friends,

My wife is a voracious jigsaw puzzler and my dogs are equally adept at carrying 
puzzle pieces into the dark of night. The end result is frustration and confusion. 
The angered puzzler’s work will never be complete and the carrier, just doing what 
carriers do, mopes about feeling all scolded and confused.

I think our relationship with nature is a lot like the puzzle and the pups. The natural 
resources on which we rely followed a natural course of evolution for billions 
of years, creating complex, interconnected systems of lands, waters, air, and 
dependent life. However, our incredibly rapid emergence as a species, coupled with 
our cognitive capacity to build and expand, has resulted in the alteration of Earth’s 
natural order. We have lost, and continue to lose, natural puzzle pieces and we 
grapple with the fact that nature’s puzzle shall never be the same.

But, at Door County Land Trust, we believe that it is not too late for life to thrive on 
the Door Peninsula, its islands, and surrounding waters. We understand that our 
actions on land fundamentally impact the quality of our water, and we know that 
healthy lands and waters improve the quality of our lives.

That is why we protect and nurture our lands and waters and work to connect native 
landscapes that strengthen the diversity of our ecosystems. We recognize that we 
have altered nature forever, but we believe that we can strike a new balance and 
forge new relationships with natural communities, not as a species above the rest, 
but instead as a single interconnected puzzle piece dependent upon other puzzle 
pieces such as clean water, healthy landscapes, and a rich diversity of organisms.

Thank you for believing in the mission and vision of Door County 
Land Trust and thank you for supporting our work. Together, with 
your help, we will continue to fi nd ways to live within nature’s 
fragile network of interconnected systems.

Yours in conservation,

Tom Clay
Executive Director
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Thank you for your e� orts protec� ng Pebble Beach! 

We have gone there for 4 genera� ons! Our kids and 

their � iends raised money at a lemonade stand they 

ran this summer and I matched their dona� on. All the 

cousins made signs in Ephraim that we used at the 

lemonade stand. Glad we could all work together to 

help protect such a cherished place!
Cheers,  Emily, Pete, and Izzy

    
September 15, 2019     . 

Dear Door County Land Trust,

As with so many families, Pebble Beach is truly a special place and holds 

countless precious memories for our family. I and my three sisters, spent 

many summers paddle-boarding around the waters off Pebble Beach. 

My wife, Mary, and I would bring our three children, Michael, John, and 

Jennifer, to the beach where they would spend hours digging for crayfish, 

hunting for the perfect round pebble, and stacking those fascinating rocks 

into the tallest towers they could construct. My father would drive a car full 

of his grandkids and his Golden Retrievers, Sam, Caruso, and later Julio, 

to that beach where they could throw sticks and rocks into the bay and 

the dogs would joyfully chase the treasures enthusiastically tossed by the 

grandkids.  We have brought our children and Golden Retrievers, Chelsea & 

later Ellie, to Pebble Beach to enjoy the natural splendor and wonder of this 

precious hidden gem in Door County. Pebble Beach was a paddle-boarding 

haven and a dog-friendly beach before those terms were even a “thing” like 

they are today!  It has always been a special place for the kids, parents, 

grandparents, cousins, aunts, uncles, and, perhaps most importantly, our 

four-legged family members to bond, play, and relax.  It brings us great joy 

knowing we have helped continue the legacy of this wondrous and magical 

place.  We hope the images might help others catch a glimpse of the deep 

sense of connection our family has for Pebble Beach. As I’m sure you are well 

aware by the stories pouring forth during this important preservation time, 

Pebble Beach brings families together and connects families generation after 

generation, and our family is no exception to this phenomenon.  

I wish you all the best in your preservation efforts.

Kind Regards,

Mary and Bob Wiley
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The most peaceful, wonderful way to 

start each day. I would be heartbroken 

to lose it after over 40 
years of visits 

there. Please save this beautiful corner 

of Door County!!  Julie Bromley

This is where our 
family’s 

Door County 
connection began.

Lynn Budzak

Pebble Beach holds a special place in our family’s heart.Kirsten Bungener

Thank you for protecting this beach. 

It is my favorite spot on Earth.   

Adam Biwer

Thank you 
for helping to 
preserve this 
significant 
coast line!!!
Cathy Grier

Our Conservation Family StoryOur Conservation Family Story

What a spot!! Been 

loving the beach for 

60 years. Thank you 

Do. Co. Land Trust 

and Sister Bay.
Peggy Cardiff 

Sorry it’s not much, but hopefully 

every little bit will help. I like to 

think that all of those smaller 

amounts can add up to a big 

amount & still make a diff erence. 

Keep up the good work!   Sue

Thanks for all your 
effort and work. 
“Someone’s sitting 
in the shade today 
because someone 
planted a tree a 
long time ago.”
George Luvisi

PEBBLE BEACH, PEBBLE BEACH, circa circa 1920S1920S

PEBBLE BEACH, PEBBLE BEACH, circa circa 1930S1930S

Notes and photos received in support of the effort to protect Pebble Beach
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I grew up in Little Sister Bay. My aunt and uncle Bernice and Win� eld Anderson had been part owners of Little Sister Resort. I grew up believing Pebble Beach was Heaven on  Earth with the clear water, smooth stones that didn’t hurt your feet, and acres of woods to explore as a child..Many family picnics were held at Pebble Beach...(and to those who remember, the epic water � ghts). A heart-felt thank you to all who stepped up to protect this gem of a place, and look forward to mee� ng many of you on the Beach.John Johnson

Pebble Beach and 
Little Sister Bay 
is a treasured, 
sacred spot to 
our family. Many 
happy memories 
of boating, 
fishing, swimming 
and vacationing 
there.
Nancy Stott

Pebble Beach holds a special place in our family’s heart.Kirsten Bungener

Spent many, many hours swimming 
at Pebble Beach as a kid. I remember 
hiding my cherry pail under a tree and 
ducking out to the beach. Years later my 
engagement ring was lost at the beach 
and found 3 days later under 8 to 10 
inches of rock. Have so many memories !
Ken & Charlotte Ronske

For years, when our children were 
little, Pebble Beach was a port of 
call when we sailed our little family 
sailboat around Little Sister Bay. 
We would look forward to having 
a picnic on the beach. I remember 
wearing old tennis shoes to walk 
over the rocks from the sailboat. 
There was always peace and beauty for us at that beach. Stefan Anderson

We often took our boat to Pebble Beach and anchored off the shore to swim and just enjoy the beauty of not only the shore, but also at times the sunset.Marianne Diekman

I’m thrilled that we are taking steps to I’m thrilled that we are taking steps to 

protect this precious land! Gus Carlsonprotect this precious land! Gus Carlson

I have a lot of memories 
of landing there with 
our little sailboat 48 
years ago, having a picnic 
lunch, and swimming (or 
wai� ng � ll mom said that 
30 minutes were up and 
I could go swimming). 
Gosh, maybe I DON’T 
actually remember 
swimming...just wai� ng!!!
Dr. Sharon J. Anderson

Thank you for your effort s in preserving a very 
Thank you for your effort s in preserving a very 

important t reasure. Pebble Beach is very special 
important t reasure. Pebble Beach is very special 

t o our family & we must save it for t he nex t 
t o our family & we must save it for t he nex t 

generat ion t o enjoy. Cynt hia Kraut kramer
generat ion t o enjoy. Cynt hia Kraut kramer

Pebble Beach is the most 

important place on the 

planet to me. � ank 
you for your vision, 
perseverance and efforts 

to protect Pebble Beach.

All the best, Anne Hart

PEBBLE BEACH, PEBBLE BEACH, circa circa 1930S1930S

PEBBLE BEACH, 
PEBBLE BEACH, circa circa 1920S1920S

thank you!
Visit DoorCountyLandTrust.org/PebbleBeachStoriesDoorCountyLandTrust.org/PebbleBeachStories to submit your stories and photos for the archive! 5
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Coastal Wetlands and Cedar Swamp, Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area  
41-acre and 80-acre purchases of mature white cedar swamp, a fragile and vital ecosystem 
that supports many rare or endangered plant and animal species, such as the dwarf-lake iris, 

red-shouldered hawk and bald eagle. Both properties are within the core of the larger wildlife 
corridor that includes the headwaters of several creeks which drain westward into Ephraim’s 
Eagle Harbor and the bay of Green Bay.

1-2

Mixed forest lands, Chambers Island Nature Preserve    Three properties, totaling 
about 81-acres, forested with a mix of sugar maple, red oak, hemlock, American beech, red 
maple, white pine, and basswood, protect high-quality migratory bird habitat.

Lake Mackaysee shoreline and forest, Chambers Island Nature Preserve    
25-acre property containing mature forests, coastal wetlands, and 2,265 feet of Lake Mackaysee 
shoreline serves as a land corridor to the larger Chambers Island Nature Preserve.

3

Forest, stream and meadows, Schmidtke Conservation Easement    
21-acre conservation easement protects productive stream habitat, working forest, and monarch 
migration point in Southern Door conservation priority area.

7

Big Susie Island and Little Susie Island, Detroit Harbor Nature Preserve    
15-acre land donation consisting of 2 islands lying just off shore from the Detroit Harbor Nature 
Preserve. The islands and shoreline form a freshwater estuary known for its exceptional fi sh habitat.

8

Simply counting acres, Door County Land Trust has much to be proud of. But, there’s 
so much more than acres protected. Species of greatest conservation need, the Red-
shouldered Hawk and Brewer’s Blackbird...Signifi cant wetland, springs and streams 
that defi ne a watershed and a community...Annual migration points for birds and 
monarchs...Coastal wetlands, freshwater estuaries, and harbors that provide fresh, 
clean water for spawning fi sh...Protecting these interconnected pieces of nature’s 
puzzle is paramount to fulfi lling a vision for life to thrive on the Door Peninsula, its 
islands, and waters. In 2019, working toward this vision resulted in 263 acres protected!

1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2005 2008 2011 2014 2017 2019

569
Acres

3,435
Acres

8,407
Acres

Door County Land Trust 
has protected 8,407 
acres since our inception 
in 1986. Protected acreage 
includes lands owned and 
managed by the Land Trust, 
as well as privately owned 
conservation easements 
and lands transferred 
to conservation 
partners.

P��������� L���� ��� ������, 
P����� ��� A������

2019 L��� 
P��������� 
P�������

3-6

Door County Land Trust 
Nature Preserves

7

1-2

8

We thank the following partner organizations and agencies for their support of our 
current land acquisition and stewardship projects:
Environmental Protection Agency, 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Funds
Fox River & Green Bay Natural Resource Trustee Council
The Nature Conservancy, Sustain Our Great Lakes Grant
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Partner Program
WI Department of Natural Resources, Knowles-Nelson 

Stewardship Program

Landings, Journal of the Door County Land Trust—Spring 20206



In 2019, thanks to a generous and visionary land donation, the two Susie 
Islands became the Door County Land Trust’s newest addition to the 
165-acre Detroit Island Nature Preserve on Washington Island. “Named 
after Susie, the daughter of the Kalmbach family, Susie Islands’ fi rst 
European settlers, the islands have been a part of the extended Richter 
family history, off  and on, since the 1870’s,” according to Hoyt Purinton, 
Arni Richter’s grandson, who has served on the Land Trust’s Washington 
Island project committee for 14 years. 
Kaye and John McClaren, also grandchildren of Arni Richter, generously 
gifted the Susie Islands to the Land Trust. “These islands have been in 
our family for four generations,” shares Kaye McClaren. “In 1968, my 
granduncle Paul Richter gave the islands to my mother and father, Adele 
Richter and Bruce McClaren, for their wedding gift.” Adele’s father, Arni 
Richter, perhaps jokingly as he loved to do, had plans to build a bridge to 
the islands in hopes his daughter and her new family would live there. Of 
course, that bridge never was built and in the late 1970’s Kaye’s parents 
divorced and her mother kept the islands until 1992 when she passed 
away. Kaye’s father, Bruce McClaren, held the islands in a trust until Kaye 
and John made the decision to donate them to Door County Land Trust.
“Having grown up spending our summers on Washington Island, paddle 
boarding and kayaking amongst the lily pads and around the islands 
discovering bald eagles, egrets, sandhill cranes, kingfi shers and great 
blue herons, we imagined building a cabin there someday,” Kaye said. As 
that dream faded, Kaye and John were inspired by their grandpa Arni. 
Arni Richter’s conservation legacy on Washington Island began when he 
donated 10 acres along Lobdell Point Road to the Town of Washington in 
1996 to create the Washington Island Heritage Nature Trail, and in 2001 
donated the adjacent 160-acre Richter Community Forest Nature Preserve 
to the Door County Land Trust. 

Kaye and John wanted to further Arni’s legacy of protected lands in 
Detroit Harbor and after talking with other extended family members, 
decided to donate the Susie Islands to the Door County Land Trust as part 
of the Detroit Harbor Nature Preserve. “Our entire family couldn’t be 
more pleased with Kaye and John’s decision,” shares Hoyt Purinton, “and 
best of all, with these past few years of high water, the islands are once 
again truly two islands!” 
The Big and Little Susie Islands together total approximately 15 acres and 
are located off  the northwestern shore of Detroit Harbor on Washington 
Island. Between the Susie Islands and the shoreline of the nature preserve 
lays a freshwater estuary, known locally as the Richter Bayou, which 
is a signifi cant and productive smallmouth bass nursery for northern 
Green Bay and Lake Michigan. The Susie Islands are undeveloped with an 
exterior ring of white cedar and an interior northern mesic forest which 
includes hardwood species such as sugar and red maple, American beech, 
white and yellow birch, and boreal conifer species such as black spruce 
and balsam fi r. These island forests provide habitat for migratory and 
breeding birds.
Big and Little Susie Islands are an essential part of a larger conservation 
plan to protect the wetlands, forests, water quality, migratory and 
breeding bird habitat, and fi sheries within Detroit Harbor. Since the Land 
Trust’s fi rst purchase at Detroit Harbor in 2004, the Door County Land 
Trust now owns and manages nearly 165 acres as part of the Detroit 
Harbor Nature Preserve on Washington, Detroit, and Big and Little Susie 
Islands. 
The Door County Land Trust thanks the Richter and McClaren Families 
for their generous gift to further conservation of Detroit Harbor and the 
surrounding lands.

Four Generations of Land Legacy: Susie Islands Donated to Detroit Harbor Nature Preserve
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Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area: 
Where Land and Water Meet
Door County’s 300 plus miles of shoreline are nearly the same as Lake Michigan’s 
307-mile stretch from north to south. In fact, Door County’s shoreline accounts 
for 20% of the total Lake Michigan shoreline! Our actions on land here have a 
signifi cant impact on the quality of water in Green Bay and Lake Michigan. Coastal 
wetlands, lakes, rivers, creeks, marshes, fens, and the low-lying swamps found 
near Door County’s shorelines, provide a buff er that fi lters run-off  from fi elds and 
pavement, as well as any surface waters that have run through our karst bedrock 
and eventually appear as groundwater springs. Coastal wetlands also absorb great 
amounts of rain and release them more slowly, reducing fl ooding events.

As a coastal wetland, the Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area provides these 
benefi ts while additionally preserving habitat for a plethora of plant and animal 
species. Among species observed here are the Red-shouldered hawk, which selects 
habitat consisting of shoreline and bluff  areas with nearby wetlands—exactly the 
habitat found within Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area! Notably this bird is 
listed as endangered, threatened, rare, or of special concern in 13 states, meaning 
protected habitats, like this one, provide essential breeding grounds.

During 2019, Door County Land Trust protected two properties totaling 121 acres 
and in early 2020 added an additional 30 acres, bringing the total protection of 
Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area to 307 acres. More than 1,600 acres have 
been identifi ed as contributing to the health of the watershed and Ephraim’s 
Eagle Harbor. The Land Trust will continue conservation eff orts to protect this 
exceptional wildlife habitat and the health of recreational, drinking, and fi sh 
spawning waters.

Funding for the purchase of these conservation lands was provided by the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) through grant awards from the Environmental 
Protection Agency and WI Department of Natural Resources, as well as Migratory 
Bird Joint Venture, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program, and the Bock Foundation. Funding for additional acquisition costs and 
the long-term care and management of these lands is provided through Land Trust 
membership support. Thank you!

Island Resort or Island Retreat?
During the roaring 20’s, Chicago developers planned, and 
even began building, a grand golf resort on Chambers 
Island. They intended to cut the wooded dunes on the 
interior of the island and surround the golf course with 
hundreds of vacation cottages. Developers had just 
cleared and constructed the fi rst greens when the stock 
market crash of 1929 put a halt on development plans.

Construction never resumed and over the past 90 
years the golf greens transitioned back into forest. 
In fact, the interior of Chambers Island provides 
contiguous forest cover, save for the muskeg bog 
and inland lakes (Mackaysee and Krause).  

But, for 178 species of birds, the Chambers Island Nature 
Preserve is a fi ve-star resort that provides a non-stop 
buff et of insects, seeds, and berries, as well as shelter in 
forested canopies, grassy dunes, and open shrublands. 
Combined with the all-you-can-drink inland lake and 
shoreline, birds of all feathers are fl ocking to Chambers 
Island. Over the past 12 years, sporadic but ongoing 
eff orts to document birds revealed the discovery of 
several birds that are listed as species of concern. In 2019, 
seven new species were documented: Bay-breasted 
Warbler, Bonaparte’s Gull, Buffl  ehead, Veery, Northern 
Parula, Whimbrel, and the Brewer’s Blackbird, which 
is listed as a Species of Greatest Conservation Need. 

Last year Door County Land Trust added four parcels 
to the preserve, connecting previously protected 
lands within the nearly 800-acre Chambers Island 
Nature Preserve. Thanks to the tireless eff orts of 
the Nature Preserve’s executive committee (island 
summer residents Mary Brevard, Suzanne Fletcher, 
Mary Jane Rintelman, and Barbara Frank) the fi ve-
year eff ort to protect the interior of the island is a 
resounding success and very near completion. These 
Island leaders received the ‘Conservationists of the Year’ 
award from Gathering Waters: Wisconsin’s Alliance 
for Land Trust’s in September 2019. We thank these 
islanders for building support for the vision of the 
nature preserve and for their eff orts to raise funds to 
make the Chambers Island Nature Preserve a reality.
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Connected and Protected: 
A New Conservation Easement in Southern Door
Among the Door County Land Trust’s suite of protected nature preserves 
and natural areas, all lands have one thing in common—they are 
undeveloped, wild places. But oftentimes, privately owned lands, even 
those with homes and businesses, can also provide signifi cant conservation 
value. Protecting larger landscapes ensures that nature preserves are not 
isolated islands of green, but that wildlife will benefi t from diverse and 
connected wildlife habitats. Greater range to roam and forage, seek mates 
and raise young, and space for territorial animals means that populations 
of birds, insects, and other animals will be less aff ected by the impacts of 
habitat loss.

How can privately owned lands contribute to the ecological health of 
Door County? Landowners of all types can make a positive contribution 
by learning more about conservation and managing their land according 
to best practices. Some private landowners go a step further, and protect 
their land from future development through a conservation easement 
agreement with the Land Trust. In these cases, landowners retain private 
ownership and manage their property in a way that is consistent with 
protecting conservation values, while Door County Land Trust monitors to 
ensure the terms of the conservation easement are upheld in perpetuity.

In 2019, brothers Erich and Peter Schmidtke began the process to protect 
their 20-acre forest, with two small meadows and a meandering stream 
near the Gardner Swamp in Southern Door. The forest and meadows 
provide important natural habitat for wildlife, while the stream provides 
spawning and rearing habitat for a variety of fi sh species. In addition to 
providing wildlife habitat, the brothers also recognized the value of their 
property as an important monarch migration stop-over point and wished to 
protect the land forever by removing any possibility for future development.

The property fi ts well within the Land Trust’s Southern Door conservation 
eff orts. Located on the edge of the Niagara escarpment, near the Gardner 
Swamp State Wildlife Area and another 460-acre Land Trust conservation 
easement, and less than 325 feet from the Bay of Green Bay, the 
Schmidtke property is one of a handful of protected properties in this area 
so far. The brothers hope that protecting their property will inspire other 
neighbors in the area to conserve their lands as well. 

Door County Land Trust will continue 
to work in this area, as well as the 
neighboring Little Sturgeon and 
Sawyer Harbor watersheds to add to 
the overall protected and connected 
landscape. On-the-ground land 
protection here greatly benefi ts the 
robust natural fi sh spawning habitats 
found in these bays and streams. 
Door County Land Trust thanks Erich 
and Peter Schmidtke for donating the 
conservation easement agreement 
on their property. Funding for 
costs associated with creating the 
easement agreement was provided, 
in part, through membership support.
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Conservation easement donors, 
the Schmidtke family
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Bay Shore Bluffl  ands Buckthorn Blast
Summer 2019 marked an exciting new chapter for 
Bay Shore Bluffl  ands Nature Preserve, with the 
reintroduction of native plants following a three-year 
eff ort to battle buckthorn and other invasives. In 2019, 
conservation champions Ken and Denice Hubbard 
coordinated eff orts on behalf of the Bay Shore 
Property Owners Association to partner with Door 
County Land Trust and Landscapes of Place, owned by 
neighbors Dan Collins and Nancy Aten, to create a new 
planting near the trailhead.

A braided hedge row and native pollinator garden demonstrate which 
native plants and shrubs would be benefi cial replacements for non-native plants. Over twenty 
volunteers and preserve neighbors helped plot and plant near the lower parking area on Bay 
Shore Drive. Their work will serve as an oasis for butterfl ies, birds, bees, and other pollinators 
as the plants mature over the next several years. The demonstration garden’s native species 
include butterfl y milkweed, prairie blazing star, and wild bergamot, which were selected to 
provide habitat for wildlife and pollinators, as well as their beauty. As the garden grows, it will 
continue to be an educational tool for anyone hoping to learn about invasive species control, 
while serving as a symbol of successful community conservation. Membership support makes 
pollinator plantings possible. Thank you!

About the Buckthorn Blast 
Buckthorn Blast eff orts began in 2017 by 
engaging neighbors to be active stewardship 
partners. By assisting with eff orts on the 
nature preserve, neighbors learn about 
invasive and native plants, have a chance to 
try tools and methods of removing invasive 
plants, and become enthusiastic champions 
for the restoration of the greater Bay Shore 
Bluffl  ands landscape. During 2017, 2018 and 
2019, the Land Trust managed professional 
contractors who removed the majority of 

the invasive buckthorn and exotic honeysuckle. Volunteers now help to manage for newly 
sprouted and recurring invasive plants, allowing native plants to re-grow in the understory.
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Volunteers gathered at Bay Shore Bluffl  ands Nature 
Preserve to plant the native pollinator garden.
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News from the Trails
Exploring your favorite Land Trust nature preserves is now even more enjoyable thanks to 
improvements made over the past year. Lautenbach Woods Nature Preserve and Three 
Springs Nature Preserve received fresh gravel on driveways and parking areas last year. 
Fourteen nature preserve trailheads received new boot-brush stations with informative new 
signage on the way come springtime. Give invasive species the “brush off ” every time you 
hike by removing unwanted seeds from the soles of your shoes and boots. Help stop the 
spread of non-native invasive plant species such as common buckthorn and garlic mustard. 

This winter, staff  built a new “cordwalk” for Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal, made of outdoor 
lumber and rope. The new 200-foot “cordwalk” will help prevent shoreline erosion, 
keep the sand on the dunes, and improve the overall preserve accessibility. Email 
volunteer@doorcountylandtrust.org to help install the new “cordwalk” this spring!

Land Management is ‘For the Birds’
Should former farm fi elds be planted with trees? Which native shrub species enhance 
the native habitat on a nature preserve? Breeding bird surveys help to answer 
questions like these by monitoring the status and trends of bird populations over 
time, which when combined with information about ecology and habitat, can inform 
land management practices. Door County Land Trust conducts these surveys to 
establish local population and species trends, which infl uence how the properties are 
managed. Many of the bird species that breed in Door County migrate from wintering 
grounds in Central and South America. The quality and quantity of protected lands 
in Door County directly infl uence the populations of these birds on a global level. 

The Door County Land Trust continued to conduct breeding bird surveys at a number 
of nature preserves in 2019. Staff , volunteers, and researchers observed birds in 
June and July to determine if they were breeding at the preserves. Depending on 
the bird’s behavior, the observation was coded to assign the likelihood that bird was 
breeding. For example, a male bird singing was recorded as “Possible” breeding, 
while a bird carrying nesting material was recorded as “Confi rmed” breeding. 

These survey eff orts dovetailed with the fi nal year of the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II. 
The Atlas is a comprehensive fi eld survey documenting the distribution and abundance of 
birds breeding across the state. More than 2,000 volunteers participated during the fi ve-year 
period of Atlas II. The Door County Land Trust will continue to do bird surveys in 2020 and 
beyond. If you have birding experience and are interested in helping with either migratory 
or breeding bird surveys, please email Jesse Koyen at volunteer@doorcountylandtrust.org.
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At left, a mating pair of sandhill cranes nests near the Coff ey Swamp Natural Area on Washington 
Island. Coff ey Swamp and nearby Big and Little Marsh Natural Area is one of three priority 
conservation areas in 2020, along with Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area and Southern Door’s 
Little Sturgeon and Sawyer Harbor watersheds.
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Celebrating Volunteer Accomplishments
Last year, 226 individual volunteers contributed their time, talents, and eff orts. 
Whether projects take the staff  out to the trails, to a special event, or just to 
the team work table, you can bet volunteers are right along for every step of 
a project. Volunteers helped guide the public at the Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal 
Nature Preserve during the Tall Ships Festival, chainsaw-certifi ed volunteers cut 
down invasive Scots pine trees, watered the new pollinator planting at the Bay 
Shore Bluffl  ands Nature Preserve, and collected spiders to be documented as 
part of the Door Peninsula Coastal Wetlands BioBlitz. Overall more than 2,600 
hours of time was contributed to the Land Trust for the mission of preserving 
and protecting Door County. That’s the equivalent of a full-time staff  member 
working 62 full work weeks. Thank you!

Highlighting Citizen Science
2019 marked the 20th anniversary of Wisconsin’s Citizen-
Based Monitoring Program which has been helping to 
monitor the health and populations of birds, bats, frogs, 
bees, and more. Door County Land Trust protected 
properties provide the wild habitats needed for data 
collection for these state-wide citizen-based monitoring 
programs, as well as the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
II, Shedd Aquarium sucker monitoring, Chicago Botanical 
Garden Pitcher’s dune thistle surveys, the Coastal Wetland 
Monitoring Program collaboration through Central Michigan 
University and the Institute for Great Lakes Research, all of 
which work with volunteers to collect data. Additionally, 
conservation partners at The Ridges Sanctuary, UWGB 
Cofrin Center for Biodiversity and the Friends of Toft Point, 
joined Door County Land Trust to hold a four-day BioBlitz 
aimed at documenting the variety of species found within 
the Door Peninsula Coastal Wetlands complex. The BioBlitz 
results aid in providing information needed for the care 
of the wetlands, and a starting point for comparisons of 
data over time. The data collected and observations made, 
whether by professional researchers or by citizen scientists, 
will help guide the Land Trust’s conservation priority 
planning. To learn more about citizen science opportunities, 
contact us at volunteer@doorcountylandtrust.org.

Many Hands Make Light Work
With more than fourteen nature preserves across 
the county, thousands of acres of protected land 
are in need of management. The Land Trust relies 
on volunteers, preserve stewards, and members to 
help care for these protected nature preserves. Last 
summer, the Prince of Peace Church youth group 
joined staff  and fellow volunteers at Bay Shore 
Bluffl  ands Nature Preserve to water the demonstration 
garden and learn about the Land Trust’s work. The 
Wisconsin Lutheran College women’s basketball team 
also came to help with trail maintenance and invasive 
species removal at Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal Nature 
Preserve. One group of volunteers meets regularly 
to assist with land management activities as part of 
the Door Stewardship Alliance, which started in 2001 
when the Land Trust and The Nature Conservancy 
partnered to create a volunteer land management 
group to work at permanently protected properties. 
Through pooling of volunteers and equipment, 
both organizations are able to eff ectively protect 
and manage their preserves while engaging a larger 
audience than one organization may reach alone. 
Visit doorcountylandtrust.org to learn more about 
volunteering on the land and how you can get involved!

Which of the following things 
have volunteers helped with recently?

A. Keeping visitors from falling into 
Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal

B. Cutting down hundreds of trees
C. Watering the nature preserves 

when it does not rain
D. Collecting creepy spiders to 

inspect with microscopes
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Answer: All of the above!
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Explore the Door Hike Program Celebrates 20 Years!
In 2020, Explore the Door celebrates 20 years of outdoor adventures on Door County Land 
Trust protected lands. Thanks to our talented core of volunteer hike leaders, staff , and natural 
resource professionals, thousands of folks have joined us on the trails, in the water, on the 
snow, in the swamp, under the forest canopy, along the Niagara Escarpment, out on the 
islands, around the fens, in the creeks, beneath the moonlight, through fi elds. We’ve been 
out paddling the waters, catching frogs, calling owls, discovering birds, sweeping for insects, 
gazing at stars, identifying trees, walking back in time, celebrating conservation easements, 
exploring karst and caves, discovering spring wildfl owers, and celebrating together the beauty 
of these places we love and have protected forever.
Check out our website and see what exciting spring fi eld trips await you, and keep your 
eye out in late May for our Celebrating Open Spaces brochure announcing the rest of 2020’s 
exciting off erings of hikes and events. If you’d be interested in joining our team of volunteer 
hike leaders, please contact Terrie Cooper, Community Conservation Director, at volunteer@
doorcountylandtrust.org.
  Date Time Day Upcoming Hikes, Field Trips, and Special Events
5/13 1-3 pm W The Ways of Spring Wildfl owers at Bjorklunden
5/16 10 am-Noon Sa Spring Wildfl owers at Gilson-Peterson Forest Natural Area
5/14-17 All day Th-Su Washington Island Bird Festival
6/12 9-10:30 am Fr Ancient Shorelines and Geology at Pebble Beach
6/20 9-11 am Sa With Love from Nature: Forest Immersion at Solitude
7/16 9-10:30 am Th Birds & Bees at Bay Shore Bluffl  ands Demonstration Garden
7/17 7pm Fr Benefi t Concert: Last Man Standing at Woodwalk Gallery
7/18 9-11 am Sa Woods at Monument Point: Protected Lands Field Trip
8/15 All Day Sa Annual Gathering Weekend: Field Trips and Land Tours
8/16 4-7 pm Su Annual Gathering: Celebrating 34 Years of Conservation 
8/28 1-3 pm Fr Forest, Stream, & Meadow: Schmidtke Conservation Easement
9/5 9-11 am Sa With Love from Nature: Forest Immersion at Legacy Preserve

Event information may be found at DoorCountyLandTrust.org/events
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summer, the Prince of Peace Church youth group 
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Bluffl  ands Nature Preserve to water the demonstration 
garden and learn about the Land Trust’s work. The 
Wisconsin Lutheran College women’s basketball team 
also came to help with trail maintenance and invasive 
species removal at Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal Nature 
Preserve. One group of volunteers meets regularly 
to assist with land management activities as part of 
the Door Stewardship Alliance, which started in 2001 
when the Land Trust and The Nature Conservancy 
partnered to create a volunteer land management 
group to work at permanently protected properties. 
Through pooling of volunteers and equipment, 
both organizations are able to eff ectively protect 
and manage their preserves while engaging a larger 
audience than one organization may reach alone. 
Visit doorcountylandtrust.org to learn more about 
volunteering on the land and how you can get involved!
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Answer: All of the above!
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Explore the Door Hike Program Celebrates 20 Years!
In 2020, Explore the Door celebrates 20 years of outdoor adventures on Door County Land 
Trust protected lands. Thanks to our talented core of volunteer hike leaders, staff , and natural 
resource professionals, thousands of folks have joined us on the trails, in the water, on the 
snow, in the swamp, under the forest canopy, along the Niagara Escarpment, out on the 
islands, around the fens, in the creeks, beneath the moonlight, through fi elds. We’ve been 
out paddling the waters, catching frogs, calling owls, discovering birds, sweeping for insects, 
gazing at stars, identifying trees, walking back in time, celebrating conservation easements, 
exploring karst and caves, discovering spring wildfl owers, and celebrating together the beauty 
of these places we love and have protected forever.
Check out our website and see what exciting spring fi eld trips await you, and keep your 
eye out in late May for our Celebrating Open Spaces brochure announcing the rest of 2020’s 
exciting off erings of hikes and events. If you’d be interested in joining our team of volunteer 
hike leaders, please contact Terrie Cooper, Community Conservation Director, at volunteer@
doorcountylandtrust.org.
  Date Time Day Upcoming Hikes, Field Trips, and Special Events
5/13 1-3 pm W The Ways of Spring Wildfl owers at Bjorklunden
5/16 10 am-Noon Sa Spring Wildfl owers at Gilson-Peterson Forest Natural Area
5/14-17 All day Th-Su Washington Island Bird Festival
6/12 9-10:30 am Fr Ancient Shorelines and Geology at Pebble Beach
6/20 9-11 am Sa With Love from Nature: Forest Immersion at Solitude
7/16 9-10:30 am Th Birds & Bees at Bay Shore Bluffl  ands Demonstration Garden
7/17 7pm Fr Benefi t Concert: Last Man Standing at Woodwalk Gallery
7/18 9-11 am Sa Woods at Monument Point: Protected Lands Field Trip
8/15 All Day Sa Annual Gathering Weekend: Field Trips and Land Tours
8/16 4-7 pm Su Annual Gathering: Celebrating 34 Years of Conservation 
8/28 1-3 pm Fr Forest, Stream, & Meadow: Schmidtke Conservation Easement
9/5 9-11 am Sa With Love from Nature: Forest Immersion at Legacy Preserve

Event information may be found at DoorCountyLandTrust.org/events
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2019 Financial Report 
As a community service 501(c)(3) organization, the Door County Land 
Trust depends on the generosity and contributions from members and 
supporters to fi nance our conservation work. 2019 audited fi nancial 
statements and our Federal Form 990 are available by request. 

Net assets as of December 31, 2019  (pending audit)

Stewardship Endowment Fund 1 $  3,416,269
Land Acquisition Fund 2 $ 349,408
Legal Defense Fund 3 $ 242,976
Cash restricted for current land acquisition projects $   516,694
Working capital and operating reserve $ 889,670
Investment in property and equipment $  187,467

Net assets excluding land $ 5,602,484
Value (at time of purchase) of land held for conservation $ 26,847,610

TOTAL NET ASSETS $ $32,450,094

              Change in net assets versus 2018  $ 1,435,033

1  2  3  The Stewardship Endowment Fund, Land Acquisition Fund, and the Legal 
Defense Fund consist of donor contributions restricted by the donor, or 
restricted or designated by the Board of Directors. 
1 The Stewardship Endowment Fund provides annual revenue to the Land Trust 
to care for its lands, while at the same time growing to provide sustained 
funding to fulfi ll the obligation of caring for the lands long into the future. 
2 The Land Acquisition Fund provides a ready source of dollars to respond 
quickly to opportunities to purchase and protect properties of high ecological 
and scenic value. The fund supports the acquisition of lands at times when 
grant funding is not available or grant funding is delayed. 
3 The Legal Defense Fund provides funding as needed for use in defending and 
enforcing Land Trust conservation easement agreements and in resolving 
encroachments or vandalism issues that may arise on protected properties. 

Stewardship Endowment Fund Trustees 
The Endowment is managed by Nicolet National Bank and is governed 
by the following Board of Trustees:

Peter Deschler
Tony Fiorato

Jim Lester
Bob Ling

Al Radtke
Bill Schaars

Protecting Pebble Beach
During 2019, more than 550 individuals and families contributed to the eff ort to 
protect Pebble Beach. These funds remain restricted solely for that purpose and 
are accounted for separately from Door County Land Trust’s annual operations 
and land acquisitions.

Door County Land Trust transferred $560,000 to the Village of Sister Bay in 2019. 
Additional funds will be transferred to the Village of Sister Bay in 2020, as we 
assist the Village with a grant application to the State of Wisconsin  Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Program, Local Units of Government Grant.

The Land Trust used a portion of the funds raised to cover the expenses of 
mailing, printing, surveys, assessments, conservation easement programming, 
land management assistance, and staff  time incurred to protect Pebble Beach.
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2019 Annual Operating Revenue and Expenses

The Door County Land Trust spent 
$1,052,141 on the activities listed above.

2019 Land Acquisitions (Purchases, Bargain Sales, and Donations)

U��� �� F���� S������ �� F����

 Events & Merchandise

Donor & Member 
Contributions

Program Grants 
Endowment & 

Investment Income

82%

2%

12%
4%

Land Stewardship & 
Protection Costs

Education & 
Outreach

Administration

Fundraising

56%

21%

11%

12%

Door County Land Trust’s annual operating budget includes the programs, supplies, and 
administrative costs to carry out the mission to protect and care for our protected lands. 
From funding simple things like light bulbs to carrying out landscape-wide land restoration, 
the largest portion of our annual revenue comes from donor and member contributions. 
More than 2,200 households and individuals contributed to the mission to protect and care 
for Door County’s exceptional lands and waters in 2019. Thank you!

Door County Land Trust maintains an operating reserve fund designed to sustain core 
operations and uphold our commitment to land protection for perpetuity. $145,897 was 
invested in the operating reserve fund to cover potential future conservation obligations.

S������ �� ����� ��� ����� ���� ������������ ��������� �� 2019

Funded by Donor and Member Contributions

In 2019, $957,400 was expended to acquire 7 properties, totaling 241 acres!
40% 60% 
Funded by Land Protection Grants

Did you know that 
your contributions 
were so important?

Members and donors  
protect Door County’s 

wild places!!!

Thank you!

The Door County Land Trust raised 
$1,198,038 from the sources listed above.

As you might imagine, land conservation can be a very expensive endeavor. Three separate 
sources help the Door County Land Trust establish new nature preserves or expand existing 
preserves. In most years, the largest source of funds for the Door County Land Trust’s 
acquisitions are obtained through grants that we applied for and secured from state, federal, 
and other agencies. In 2019, we used contributions from our supporters to help pay for a 
record 60% of land acquisition costs. This year we received one land donation from generous 
property owners. Donations of property may be used as a match for leveraging grant funds. 
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As you might imagine, land conservation can be a very expensive endeavor. Three separate 
sources help the Door County Land Trust establish new nature preserves or expand existing 
preserves. In most years, the largest source of funds for the Door County Land Trust’s 
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record 60% of land acquisition costs. This year we received one land donation from generous 
property owners. Donations of property may be used as a match for leveraging grant funds. 
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A vision for Door County...

A mixed forest of deciduous and conifer trees covers the Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area, with 
cedar dominating the wetlands and deciduous trees found at higher and drier elevations along the 
Niagara Escarpment. Eagle Bluff ’s forested cliff s tower over Horseshoe Island along the horizon. 

This area, along with Washington Island’s Big and Little Marsh and nearby Coff ey Swamp natural areas, 
as well as LittLe Sturgeon and Sawyer Harbor watersheds, are the three focus areas for Door County 
Land Trust’s conservation work during 2020. 

2020 Land Protection Priority Areas

Our Conservation Family StoryOur Conservation Family Story
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Healthy lands and waters give rise to all life and enrich our lives in Door County. Balancing the impact of 
our vibrant human community and the health of our extraordinary lands and waters, plants and animals, 
is one of the most profound challenges—and rewarding endeavors—that the Door County community 
must dare to confront.

Each of us can make a diff erence in the future of our peninsula and islands. The eff orts we take today 
will have signifi cance far beyond our lifetimes. 

Door County Land Trust has adopted a set of principles that will guide conservation eff orts as we strive 
to protect our exceptional lands and waters for future generations.

We invite you to adopt these principles and share in the collective vision: 

Life thrives on the Door Peninsula, it’s islands, and surrounding waters.

• We believe Door County is like nowhere else on earth. It is our obligation to defend and steward 
Door County’s lands and waters. 

• We believe healthy lands and waters improve the quality of our lives and that of future generations.
• We believe our actions on land fundamentally impact the quality of our water.
• We believe Door County’s economic viability is directly related to its environmental health.
• We believe well-cared for lands and waters are essential to support the diversity of Door County’s 

native plant and wildlife communities.  
• We believe connected native landscapes strengthen the diversity of our ecosystems.
• We believe Door County must be valued and cared for by the community to withstand future 

threats to the environment.

Let’s work together to ensure that life thrives on the Door 
Peninsula, its islands, and surrounding waters. Together, we 
will protect our lands and waters, and dare to leave a healthy 
environment for future generations.

Life thrives on the 
Door Peninsula, its islands, 

and surrounding waters.
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Zimmer, John and Bernie

In Memory of Inge Keith
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In Memory of Dottie Klepp
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Krause, Jeff  and Terri

In Memory of James Kress
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In Memory of Pauline Wesley Wanderer
Fischer, Gail
Fuhrmann Clark, Kristin and Clark, Stephen
Morgan, Bryan and Axson
O’Nan, Larry and Faye
Wanderer, Matthew
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Kissinger, John
McLees, Pat and Amy
Meister, David and Sandra
Morgan, Edward and Jeannine
Peirce, Roger and Liz
Preston, Jeff  and Sandy
Rosenmertz, Ira
Sadoff  Investment Management LLC
Schmidt, Robert
Skelton, Ronald and Carol
Torkko, Dennis and Patricia
Weber, Peter
Wenzler, Joe and Ann
Wittig, Paul and Deborah

In Memory of Bruce and Evie Thomas
Brumder, Robo and Kathy

In Memory of Otto Thilenius
Thilenius, Stephen

In Memory of Jerry Viste
Merline, Robert and Linda
The Family of Jerome Viste
Wilson, Karen

In Memory of Pauline Wesley Wanderer
Fischer, Gail
Fuhrmann Clark, Kristin and Clark, Stephen
Morgan, Bryan and Axson
O’Nan, Larry and Faye
Wanderer, Matthew

In Memory of David W White
White, Lynn

In Memory of Ron Wiecki
Lubbers, Sara

In Memory of Steve Wilkie
McGrath, Linda

In Memory of Larry and Bonnie Willkom
Cance, John and Iris
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The future of the peninsula and islands we love 
may be uncertain, but you can depend on the Door 
County Land Trust to protect the exceptional lands 
and waters we all love.

With your help, we can make a lasting diff erence for 
Door County’s open spaces and wild places. Together, 
we can pass on a legacy of protected lands.

Consider making a gift that can last forever. 
Designate the Door County Land Trust as the 
benefi ciary of your life insurance or retirement plan, 
or include a bequest provision in your will or trust. 

Planning your gift today can make a lasting 
diff erence in Door County tomorrow...and forever.

Give us a call to start the conversation. No matter the 
size of your gift, we can help you create your legacy.  
Call Director of Charitable Giving Cinnamon Rossman 
or Executive Director Tom Clay at (920) 746-1359. 

Door County Land Trust is accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission. Their validation confi rms Door County Land Trust operations 
meet the standards of sound fi nances, ethical conduct, responsible 
governance, and lasting stewardship. 

L����� C����� M������
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Abbott, Ann
Anderson, Bob and Dorothy
Anderson, Robert C
Anonymous (6)
Aten, Nancy and Collins, Dan
Aufrere-Sebetic, Jacqueline
Aulabaugh, Norman and Carol
Baer, Charles and Stephanie
Barlament, Steve and Carolyn
Barrett, Jean and Nevalainen, David
Beadell, Priscilla and Anthony
Bell, Hugh and Joyce
Blankenburg, Ralph and Kathy
Blanton, James and Barbara
Burkhardt, Richard and Dorothy
Burton, Frances and Paul
Bussard, Ken
Cady, Bonnie
CaJacob, Claire and DuMont, Debra
Callsen, Dave and Vonnie
Carpenter, Julie and John
Cermak, Ardis
Coleman, Beth and Wessel, Curt
Conroy, Peter and Beverly Ann
Cooper, Terrie
Cosgrove, Michael and Julia

Cross, Jerry and Steff ens, Jayne
D’Abbraccio, Deanna and Morgan, 

Barbara
Deschler, Peter and Gina
Diekman, Marianne
Dimberg, Lyn
Donegan, Sharon
Ellis, Karen and James
Ficken, Millicent S
Friedl, Mike and Carolyn
Fundingsland, Donald W
Gerrits, Lloyd R and Dorothy J
Hake, Donna
Hansotia, Phil and Marilyn
Herndon, Carol and Richard
Heveran, Edward and Janet
Hoehn, James L and Goldberg, Nancy J
Holm, Barbara
Hunter, Fran and Laatsch, Bill
Jacobson, Rod and Jean
Klepp, Dottie
Klug, Karl and Lucy
Knox, Robert W and Schlott, Kathryn E
Kokes, Dan and Jeannie
Koutnik, Dr Ed and Cindy
Kress, Billie

Larson, Richard and Roberta
Leavitt, Mitch and Jean
Lester, Jim and Barbee
Licata, Tony and Judy
Lisle, Tom and Bev
Luker, Donald R
Lukes, Charlotte
Madden, Michael and Barbara
Miller, Ed and Sandy
Miller, Kenneth and Glenda
Moline, Ronald and Barbara
Morris, Greg and Terry
Nowak, Peter and Jean Ann
Olsen, Lawrence and Lynn
Ottum, Barb and Jeff 
Perry, Kerry
Propsom, Rich and Bruesch, Jane
Queenen, Karen and Allen
Schultz, Craig and Sandy
Schwengel, Jim and Judy
Seagard, Tom and Kozma, Brigitte
Seville, Mr and Mrs Joseph Y
Sherman, Gerald and Lipp, Carolyn
Silberman, Ann Monteith
Standish, Michael and Mary
Swanson, Deanna and John

Traven, Lee
Turner, John and Judy
Turriff , Tom
Van Den Brandt, John and Jean
Vanden Houten, Dale and Scott, 

Richard
Vervoren, Thora
Walwark, James and Polly
Warner, David and Rose
Watson, Rob and Picken, Judy
Wilson, John and Karen
Wissink, Steve and Janet
Wittenkeller, Al and Judy
Yancey, John and Karen
Yeast, Barbara and Gary
Yeomans, Robert and Charlotte
Youell, Sylvia
Zehr, Alison

    New members of the Legacy Circle 
    are listed in bold type.

Protect the lands and waters you love... forever.

Have you included the Land Trust 
in your planned giving? If so, please 
inform of us of your intent so we 
may thank you and include you in 
our Legacy Circle listing.

The Door County Land Trust thanks the following benefactors who have 
indicated that the Land Trust has been included in their estate plans. 

Plan a gift through your will, trust, 
retirement accounts or life insurance

LEGACY CIRCLE
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I’m a professional wildlife photographer (see Golden-
winged Warbler at right) living in Appleton, Wisconsin 
along with Jean, my wife, fi eld assistant, muse and 
co-conspirator in plotting an adventurous life. The 
pursuit of wildlife takes us to some of the world’s most 
beautiful and diverse environments, from the stark 
grandeur of the high Arctic to the fertile, sprawling 
grasslands of Equatorial Africa. Yet, when asked to 
name our favorite spot on the planet, we are quick to 
reply “Door County.”  Door County’s wild places have 
brought us years of cherished memories; we married on 
its moody shores, explored its cool dark cedar forests, 
and wandered its glorious rolling meadows. So when we 
developed our will and estate plans, providing for the 
well-being of these lands seemed as natural as providing 
for the welfare of our loved ones. It’s said that nothing 
lasts forever, but land is perhaps the closest thing to an 
exception. It’s a great comfort to us that our planned  gift 
through the Door County Land Trust Legacy Circle will 
help ensure that these places will remain forever wild and 
will provide future generations with the joys, comfort 
and wonder that we’ve been privileged to enjoy. 

John Van Den Brandt
See John’s photography of 
wildlife from around the world 
at wildwindimages.com

N���� ���� 
��� F����...

Golden-winged Warbler, male  Vermivora chrysoptera
Photographer and Legacy Circle member John Van Den Brandt (pictured 
at left with his wife Jean), observed this rare bird and a female partner in 
the act of nest-building at the Bay Shore Bluffl  ands Nature Preserve, which 
off ers an ideal nesting habitat with an open scrubby area adjacent to mature 
forest. The Golden-winged Warbler breeds in areas around the Great Lakes 
and south to the Appalachian mountains, and migrates south to winter in 
southern Central America and northern South America. The Golden-winged 
Warbler is under threat from habitat loss throughout its summer breeding 
regions, so the sight of this bird on a Land Trust protected nature preserve 
is a sure sign of the high-quality habitat protected at Bay Shore Bluffl  ands.
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John and Jean joined the Legacy Circle in 2014. 
John’s photographs from Door County Land 
Trust nature preserves appear throughout 
our publications. Thank you, John and Jean!
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We thank the following donors who, in partnership with the Door 
County Land Trust, help protect the special places of Door County.

Welcome to our new supporters! Donor names listed in bold type made 
their fi rst fi nancial contribution to the Land Trust in 2019.

Many thanks to those who contributed to protect Pebble Beach. Donor 
names listed in blue type made contributions to protect Pebble Beach.

2019 F�������� S���������
Total contributions received during 2019

Door County Ice Cream Factory
Door County Medical Center
Duszynski, Pam
Eagle Harbor Inn
Eccles, Bob and Mary
Eggert, Joel and Paula
Fales, Dennis and Mary
Fay, Randi
Fiedler, Carol and Therien, Claude
Finger, Jack and Diane
Fiorato, Tony and Cathy
Fletcher, Robert and Suzanne
Foote, Peter and Wilson, Robin
Ford, Diane and Patrick
Frank, Rick and Barbara
Franklin, Larry and Cissie
Frank’s Fund
Friends Of Toft Point, Inc
Fuhrmann Clark, Kristin and Clark, 

Stephen
The Galati Family
Gerrits, Dottie
Glaisner Foundation
Gould, Barbara and Spencer
Grelck, Dick and Carol
Guenther, William A
Hake, Donna and Bruce
Hanreddy, Jami and Joe
Hansotia, Phil and Marilyn
Hardy, Ralph and Nancy
Harlan, Bob and Madeline
Hauser, Richard and Carrie

Healy, Beth and Fordney, Mike
Heeringa, Don and Coggin
Heim, Paul J and Watkins, Julie
Henke, Rob and Jean
Higley, Bill and Kandy
Hislop Family Foundation
Hitt, Brad and Karol
Hoehn, James L and Goldberg, Nancy
Hoesly, Mike and Nan
Hollingshead, Judy
Holm, Barbara
Holman, Dave and Barbara
Hubbard, Ron and Bev
Ingwersen, Jim
Island Lavender LLC
Jacisin, Chris and Barlament, Ann
Jacobson, Rod and Jean
Jankowski, Theodore and Patricia
Janning, Donna and Jim
Johnson, Dennis and Janet
Johnston, Mike and LeTourneau, Sara
Kane, Ralph and Gretchen
Kapolnek, Jean
Karges, Steve, Lynn and Kimberly
Keen, Dave and Perkins, Judy
Keller, Chuck and Carol
Keller, Paula W
Kimmel, Don and Joan
Klein, Michael and Maureen
Klug, Karl and Lucy
Knight, Sue
Krahn, Mary

Krause, Jeff  and Terri
Kuester, Dennis and Sandy
Kurtz, Jim and Becki
Land Trust Alliance
Lanser, Brian and Sue
Larsen, Sara
Lewis, Elmer and Ann
Licata, Tony and Judy
Lindsay, Bill
Lindstrand, Keith and 

Katherine
Ling, Bob and Heidi
Little Sister Resort
Logerquist and Nevins, James 

and Nancy
Luke, Jacquie and Rice, Ken
Lukes, Charlotte
Mahoney, Liz and Mike
Main Street Market
Maloney, Kevin and Laura
Marshall, Elaine
McCoy, Mike and Marge
McDonald, Kevin and Wanda
McGinnis, John and Billeaud, Lana
McLeish, Ken and Chris
Mead, Chuck
Meissner, Genie and David
Miller, Ed and Sandy
Moegenburg, Pete and Laura
Moline, Ronald and Barbara
Moore, Tom and Kathie
Mulvey, Dennis and Marie

$1,000-$9,999
Acker, Fred and Cindy
Alexander, Duncan and Keane, Kit
Anderson, Henry
Anderson, Stefan and Joan
Anonymous (6)
Anonymous
Apfelbach, G Leonard
Augustian, Chris and Billina
Aulabaugh, Norman and Carol
Baer, Charles and Stephanie
Barker, Lisa
Barrett, Jean
Batzli, George and Sandra
Baumgartner, John
Bay Shore Property Owners Assoc
Becker, Bruce and Patty
Becker, Carl and Susan
Bednarowski, Keith and Mary
Bell, Hugh and Joyce
Bell, Steve and Susan
Benson, Adam and Linnea
Bero, Robert and Judy
Black, Jim and Trish
Blackburn, Bob and Kay
Blacksmith Inn
Blahnik Investment Group
Blahnik, Jon and Christianna
Blanchard, Pam
Blietz, Bev
Bramsen, John and Norma
Brezan, Barry
Bromley, Julie
Brooks, Peter and Linda
Brown, Bob and Kathy
Budzak, Archie and Kathe

Budzak, Lynn
Bunning, Jim and Barbara
The Richard W and Dorothy J 

Burkhardt Charitable Fund
Burton, Paul
Bush, Mark and Kathy
Bykowski, John and Rose
Cady-Kruse, Nell and Kruse, Steven
CaJacob, Claire and DuMont, Debra
Callen, Chris and Katie
Capp, Stephen and Carol
Carl, Rudy and Patricia
Carpenter, John and Julie
Chomeau, Doug and Mary
Christiansen, Erik
Christiansen, Julianne
Christiansen, Maja
Ciezki, Nancy and Kostecke, Diane
Classen, Peter and Barbara
Collins, Dan and Aten, Nancy
Conner, Dick and Kit
Connolly, Dennis and Bonnie
Conroy, Peter and Beverly Ann
Conta, Dennis and Deborah
Karen and Andrew Cook Charitable 

Fund
Cramer, Ward and Judy
Cubar, Susan and Jordan, Thomas J
D’Abbraccio, Deanna and Morgan, 

Barbara
Dagon, Russell and Sandy
Davis, Dwight and Linda
Davis, Nancy
Davis, Rob
DeNardo, Tony and Donna
Deschler, Peter and Gina
DeWitt, David and Julie
Diekman, Kristine

$50,000 ��� A����
Bernal T Chomeau Private Foundation 
Hart, Fraser and Meredith
David V Uihlein Sr Foundation
Warner, David and Rose
Wiley, Bob and Mary

$20,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
John C Bock Foundation
Callsen, Dave and Vonnie
Diekman, Marianne
Lester, Jim and Barbee
Trainer, Robert and Mary

$10,000 - $19,999
Ambuel, Helen
Anonymous
Beadell/Werner Families
Daniel, David and Janet
Fiedler, Jessie
Friedl, Mike and Carolyn
Geyer, Phyllis
Haggerty, Mike and Jeanie
Kessler, Dennis and Barbara
Lisle, Tom and Bev
Loewi, Helen
Luber, Anne
Luber, Paul and Cathy
MARLO Foundation
Mendius, Barbara
Nast III, V Frederick
Olson, Ted and Lady
Skinner Family Fund
Steff en, Mike
Sunshine Charitable Foundation

19111911

Photo by Joe Taylor
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Classon, Karen
Clay, Tom and Lisa
Coff man, Scott and Debra
Coleman, Beth and Wessel, Curt
Colton, Erv and Bev
Country House Resort
Cutler, Verne and Charlene
Dammon, Ron and Candy
Danielson, Dan and Donna
Debenham, Barbara
Derksen, Jon and Susan
DiBuono, John and JoAnn
Doane, Alger and Blalock, Martha
Doerr, David and Marilyn
Doneff , Robert and Lynn
Door County Premium Rentals
Drouet, Christina and Michael
Duff y, Kevin and Pfamatter, Nita
Elson, Christine
Engelke, Dan and Jean
English, John and Claranne
Enright, Will and Erin
Esau, Tom and Andrea
Fehring, Larry and Liz
Feist, Tim and Braatz, Laurel
Fiedler, William
First Light Arts LLC - Jim Perry
Fredrick, Richard and Jane
Frey, Fred and Barb
Fritz, Lawrence
Frudden, Bruce and Grace
Fuhrmann, Don and Barbara
Fults, Tim and Marsella
Gerdman, Gil and Lynn
Germain, Chuck and Faye
Gesme, John
Gomoll, Thomas
Grasse, Karen
Graul, Tim and Barb
Graupner, Philip
Grelck, Kurt and Stephanie
Guenzel, Phoebe
Hall, Eric
Halverson, Paul and Gloria
Haswell, Anthony
Hatch Distilling Co
Haus, David and Jill
Hayes, Howard and Charlotte
Heal, Eunice
Henriksen, Charlie and Kathy
Hermann, John and Dolores
Hilbert, Roger and Danette

Holly, Mike and Deb
Horseshoe Bay Golf Club
Hoyem, David and Carole
The Huff  Family
Johnson, Albert and Cynthia
Johnson, David and Mel
Judd, Robert
Kalmbach, Charles and Lois
Kane, Eric
Kaufman, Marie
Keller, Dr Tom and Marge
Keller, Frank
Kissel, Robert and Beverly
Klimaitis, Ron and Dougherty, Gloria
Klug, Jr, Karl
The Paul Knueppel Family
Kopec, Joe and Karen
Kosky, Judy
Kostecke, Keith and Jann
Laatsch, Bill and Hunter, Fran
Laird, Ben and Rintelman, Mary Jane
Lardinois, Tom and Cindy
Larson, Eric and Lewis, Susan
Later, Katherine
Lauter, Charles and Estella
Lecy, Jerry and Andino, Katy
Lemburg, Keith
Lemburg, Ruby
Levi, Jill and John
Lewis, Lloyd
Lindem, Margy
Lindem, Paul
Livingston, Jan and Curtis, Al
Lundh, Christopher and Rebecca
Lynch, Rich and Mary
Marcelle, Kelly
Matzke, Al and Toni
McCarthy, Chip and Mary Jo
McCutcheon, Mike and Windsor
McDonald, Marilyn
McLaughlin, Rick and Joan
Meiners, John and Alice
Merline, John and Wilkerson, Inger
MMG Foundation Inc
Moede, Alexandra
Mooney, Melissa and Schultz, Philip
Moore, Chris and Sheri
Mutchler, Leo and Monica
Nabbefeldt, Scott and Peggy
Nelson, Chris and Olin, Joyce
Neuman, Paul
Notz, John K

O’Brien, Frances
Olsen, Lawrence and Lynn
Olson, David and Fritsche, Claire
Pelto, Mike and Kathy
Petrie, Pete and Lucia
Pikas, Bruce and Joan
Piper, Shawn and Emily
Pope, Rex and Linda
Pritchett, Wendell and Kringel, Anne
Radtke, Al and Sue
Rakoczy, Joe and Marie
Ranta, Bruce and Lyn
Reynolds, Jean
Richards, Bob and Nancy
Russell, Stan and Dorothy
Sannes, Randy and Sandy
Schaars, Bill and Mary Jo
Schultz, Craig and Sandy
Schultz, Jim and Ginny
Schwaab, Mike and Maureen
Schwartz, Carl and Barbara
Slovin, Nathan and Julie
Smith, Brittney
Smythe, Dick and Mary
Stephens, Brian and Amy
Sterner, Elsa and Frank
Sterrenberg, Paul
Sunnypoint Landscape
Sweeney, Michael and Barbara
Szuberla, Wayne and Geri
Tilton, Dave and Oeler, Paula
Utley, Bill and Phyllis
van Duym, Dirk and Siegner, 

Katherine
Van Lanen, Jack and Fran
Venden, Josh and Nicole
Vincent, John and Annette
Voss, William and Trudy
Walters, Mark and Diane
Washington Island Ferry Line Inc
Watson, Stacey
Wessels, Bill and Trudy
Wick, Tim and Cindy
Wilcox, Jock and Karen
Wilkie, Charles and Nancy
Wilson, Doug and Vicki
Wilson’s Restaurant
Witt, Gene and Carmen
Yancey, John and Karen

Myerson, Carla and Robert
Neddersen, Nedd and Natalie
Nell MD, Patricia
Neumann, William C
Nicolet Bank
Nikles, Brad and Barb
Nooyen, Steve and Kristi
Northrop, Steve and Kaaren
Olson, Carol and Bruce
Orner, William
Ostrem, Sten and Jill
Ottum, Jeff  and Barb
Parkes, Johanna
Parsons, Bill and Betty
Pepelnjak, Anna
Perry, Kerry
Carla and Ellsworth Peterson 

Foundation
Peterson, Scott and Desenis, Judy
Polzin, Donald and Jacqueline
Recht, Dr Donna
Richards, Jim and Marianne
Riley, Maryellen
Riopelle, Maureen and Baliszewski, 

Robin
Ristow, Thomas and Wenzel, Judith
Rockway, Todd and Sheryll
Roenigk, Randy and Julie
Roppuld, Paul and Marianne
Ross, Mason and Julie
Rossman, Glen and Grace

Rutabaga Paddlesports LLC
Sandor, Bela and Ruth
Sankey, Peggy
Schanock, David and Kim
Schlick, Toby and Valerie
Schmelzer, Gretchen
Schmitz, Michael and Jeanne
Schultz, David and Kristine
Scrivner, Tom and Meredith
Sedar, Jo
Semaca, Jenny and Nick
Sensenbrenner, James B and Carol L
Sherman, Jerry and Lipp, Carolyn
Siebel, Barbara
Small, Dr Ron and Christine
The Harmony - Rich and Carolyn 

Sommer Fund
Spitzley, John and Judy
Stanley, Emmy and Steve
Steele, Kathleen
Steff ens, Mary
Stott, Nancy
Surbaugh, Bill and Cheryl
Swanson, John and Deanna
Taylor, Gene
Thenell, Julie
Thilly, Roy and Mary
Thompson, Doris L
True North Real Estate
Turner, John and Judy
Turriff , Tom and Jo Ann

Urbrock, Bill and Barbara
Van Den Brandt, John and Jean
van Duym, Andy and Hart, Anne
Van Dyke, Greg and Annie
Vanden Houten, Dale and Scott, 

Richard
Vanderson, William and Gehrke, 

Christina
Vervoren, Thora
Vichick, Greg and Wendy
Von Briesen, Ted and Peggy
Waldburg-Wolfegg, Andreas
Walker, Bill and Sunshine
Watson, Rob and Picken, Judy
Wenberg, David and Brenda
Williams, Jeff rey and Susan
Wilson, John, Jr
Wilson, Karen
Wilson, Lee
Wilson, Tava

Wisconsin Land Fund of the Greater 
Green Bay Community Foundation

Wittenkeller, Al and Judy
Wolff , Bill and Kathy
Wycisk, Paul and Maureen
Zimmer, Fred and Diane

$500-$999
Ahlbeck, Dirk and Tracy
Alibi Marina and Harbor Guest House
Anderson, Bob and Dorothy
Anderson, Mary
Andrae, Dan and Marjorie
Anonymous
Banks, Susan and Kendall
Beckett, Caroline and Sandner, Frank
Benson, Don
Bhatheja, Alexis Pheiff er
Blanton, James and Barbara
Brorson, Jon and Linda
Brumder, Robo and Kathy
Buege, David and Linda
Burke, Dan, Heidi, Makenzie and 

Nathan
Burton, Rick
Bussard, Ken
Cady, Bonnie
Cardiff , Margaret
Caviggiola, John and Kim
Chabot, Dana and Pat
Claggett, Tom and Meg
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$250-$499
Abrahamson, Theo and Jan
Ackell, Peter and Laurie
Agnew, Bob and Marge
Alexander, Kenneth and Mary Ellen
Allen, Helen
Allen, Mark and Fisher, Judy
Anderson, Ernest
Anderson, Jack and Sue
Anderson, Jim and Jane
Anonymous
Arduser, Bruce and Jane
Ash, Maurie and Vicki
Ashbrooke Hotel
Axelrod, Michael and Roberta
Axelrod, Susan and Jon
Bacon, Lee and Inge
Barrie, Tom and Sue
Basten, Lee and Susan
Baumann, Daniel E
Bay Ridge Golf Course
Beerntsen, Tom and Penny
Blackwood, Thomas and Joan
Blankenburg, Ralph and Kathy
Bleser, Helen
Blue Dolphin House
Bonovich, Sarah and Brian
Bosben, Brian
Bowman, John and Kay
Brevard, Mary
Brogan, Gisela
Brogan, Julie Anne
Brogan, Robert
Buck, Ryan
Buechel, Jim and Becky
Bultman, Steve and Donna
Bultman, Tim and Ruth
Campbell, Kathy and John
Casperson, Greg and Debbie
Chang, Robert and Reynolds, Sheila
Christensen, John and Mary
Colburn, Marshall and Arlene
Collins, Luke and Sally
Cotts, Tim and McNally, Patty
Coventry, Martha
Craig, Richard and Barbara
Cramer, Chris

Cross, David and Fagan, Joan
Cross, Tim and B
Culp, Laurie
Cummings, James and Lisa
Cushman, Susan and Quimby, Charlie
Daubner, Sharon
Del Alamo, Jr, Linda and Jorge
Delaney, Don and Janice
Dickmann, Jeff  and Karen
Diekman, Karl
Diltz, Peter and Kathy
Donovan, Ronald and Christine
Donovan, Tom and Linda
Door County Eye Associates
Door County Nature Works
Door Landscape and Nursery
Dougherty, Tom and Linda
Douglass, Ed and Adele
Doyle, Charles and Rita
Drake, Merton and Carol
Dubick, Marc and Kris
Dude, Mary Ann and Bob
Dull, Charles and Joanne
Eccles, Margaret
Eco-Building and Forestry LLC - Tom 

and Kathy Girolamo
EcoDoor LLC
Ecology
Engberg, Edrik
Erickson, Mary
Eskra, Dale
Feeco International Foundation Inc
Filosa, John and Roach, Cathaleen
Foote, Edward
Forsberg, Bob
Froemming, Barbara D
Fruncek, John and Betsy
Gadient, Stephen and Margaret
Gauger, Stephen and Aimee
Gills Rock Pottery
Gimelli, Giorgio and Golestanian, Ellie
Gissell, George
Glenn, Sara H
Glidden Lodge Beach Resort
Goldammer, William and Colette
The Edward E (Gene) Graham Family
Greenfeldt, Barbara and Eric
Guenther, John

Hall, Richard and Prudence
Hallahan, Bill and Natalie
Hamlin, Patricia
Hammerberg, Craig and Kate
Hanney, Rick and Roxanne
Hardin, Melissa
Harsch, Roy and Leslie
Hartman, Bill and Mary
Hartter, Klaus and Carol
Hauser, John and Laurel
Hawley, Robert and Blahnik, Jennifer
Hendrickson, Duane
Hensge, Bill and Jane
Herndon, Richard and Carol
Hickey, Dave and Pat
Hitzeman, Steve and Teresa
Hody, Eugene
Holey, Mark and Michaela
Hoppa, George and Nancy
Hubbard, Kenneth and Denice
Hughes, Kate
Impressions Printing and Graphics Inc
Jacobs, Steve and Amy
Jerry’s Flowers
Johnson, Arlene and Weidenbacher, 

Chris
Kahle, Keith and Lori
Kelly, James
Kennedy, David and Jeanne
Kibbee, Doug and Jo
Kile, Lucy
Kinosian, Bob and Sue
Klatt, Mel and Shirley
Koenig, Melissa
Herbert H Kohl Charities
Konetzke, Steven and Carol

Kopecky, Rob and Cheryl
Korolewski, John and Sally
Krebs, Jerry and Jean
Kudick, Julie and Wayne
Kupper, John and Koestring, Janet
Kurowski, Joanne
Kwaterski, Mitchell and Carol
LaBorde, John and Lisa
Lange, Jeff  and Brenda
Lapp, Beatrice
Lardinois, Evan, Damien and Connor
Lardinois, Jason and Amy
Larson, James and Susan
Later, Tim and Field, Mary
Lee, John and Claire
Lees, Lynn
Lengh, Robert and Carolyn
Levine, David and Kaufman, Laura
Lhost, Cynthia and John
Lindahl, Bob and Van Arragon, Wilma
Lindem, Julie
Livingston, Leland and Andy
Locher, George and Patricia
Lockhart, Alex
Lokken, Ron and Judy
Lott, Peggy
Luker, Don and Lynne
Lundquist, Barbara
Lundquist, John and Mary Ann
Madden, Michael and Barbara
Madel, Margaret
Madigan, Brian and Naylor, Andrea
Maloney, Ron and Pam
Martin, Slade and Sarah
Mazurkiewicz, Mike and Carol

Mazza, Peter and Mary
McAninch, James and Susan
McCormick, Maureen
McCoy, Bob and Sharon
McDonough, Dave and Colette
McHolland, Jim and Cass
McNamara, Daniel and Debby
Merline, Robert and Linda
Meyer, David and Elizabeth K
Morgan, Michael and Ann
Moster, Mary
Mueller, Ken and Judy
Mulinix, Tom and Carol
Mullaney, Pat and Gail
Murdock, Janice
Neavolls, Chris
Nelson, Joanne
Nelson, Randy and Jane
Newkirk, Martha H
Nicholson, Jeanne
Norfray, John
O’Hagan, Pat and Karen
Olson, John and Susan
O’Mara, Brian and Debbie
Osowski, Edward L and Maryjo
Ottum, Brad
Out Of The Woods Woodworking
Panzer, Fred and Sandy
Parks, Bob and Cathi
Parrish, Todd and Shelley
Paschen, Doug and Terry
Peloquin, Peter and Melissa
Peninsula Vision Care LLC
Pescheret, Marc and Kathleen
Peshek, Peter A and Sharon A
Petersen, Mindy
Pinkert Law Firm LLP
Piotrowski, Constance
Place, Sandra
Podewils, James
Pojunas, Kathleen
Polacheck, Joe and Kathy
Potts, Greg and Marilyn
Qualkinbush, Ryan
Rankin, JoAnne and Jim
Reeve, James and Ann
Regan, Brian and Angela
Reichwald, Harry and Carla
RentShadowLawn.com
Reza, Naseem and Lou
Riker, Terry and Gini
Riordan, Brighid

Ristau, Barbara
Rix, Bill and Jerri
Rogers, Robert and Emily
Rosecky, Mary
Ross Estate Planning
Rossman, Cinnamon
Rotilie, John and Susan
Sandlund, Dave and Pat
Sargent, Madeleine
Sautebin, David and Karen
Sauter, Martha
Schaper, John and Susan
Schartner, Julie
Schaulis, Dan and Cindy
Scheckler, Bill and Rolliana
Scheig, Katie
Schlies, Gary
Schoof, Robert F
Schouten, Thomas and Susan
Schroeder, Brent and Mary Kay
Schuldt, John and Moore, Mary
Schultz, Jim and Marti
Seegers, Dale and Cynde
Sessler, Greg and Kaufman, Dale Ann
Shadle, Neil and Lillie May
Shannon, Dan and Hagman-Shannon, 

Deborah
Sharpe, Lindsay
Sheard, Bart and Linda
Shields, Walt and Tiggy
Simpson, Kenneth
Sister Bay Bowl
Slavik, Richard and Mary
Snapp, Erik and Brubaker, Cathy
Sorensen, Larry and Kathleen
Spevacek, Glenn and Kathleen
Stanger, Steven and Arlene
Stanley, Jerrel and Judy
State Farm Insurance - Carol Devault
Stephens, Chambers
Stephens, Larramore
Stephens, Nasa
Stephens, Shelby and Rachel
Stiefel, John
Stone, Tim and Sue
Stuebi, Bob and Rose
Sunstrom, Greg and Sue
Terra Cottages
The Garden Lady
The Goldammer Family Foundation Inc
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Your gift deserves to be 
acknowledged. If we have 
made an error or omitted 
your name from the list, 
please notify us so we 
may correct it for future 
publications. Please contact 
Director of Charitable Giving 
Cinnamon Rossman at 
(920)746-1359.
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To learn more about business and corporate giving, please contact 
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Door County Land Trust volunteers bring a breadth of experience, knowledge, 
and creativity. Throughout the history of the Land Trust, volunteers have been 
integral in the research and discovery leading to a deeper understanding of Door 
County’s protected lands. We thank volunteer Jim Perry, who is a photographer, 
stewardship volunteer, and mentor for fellow photographers. 

Jim Perry is an avid photographer and Land Trust volunteer who records 
on average over a hundred volunteer hours per year. An expert on the 
Land Trust trails that he hikes regularly, Jim is incredibly knowledgeable 
about the plants and animal species he photographs. 

Capturing the feeling of movement 
through short lines of poetry, 
haikus, and expressions of feelings 
is often part of the process for 
Jim. When asked about his favorite 
preserve Jim says “Hiking each 
property is always a new adventure. 
The light has it’s own unique 
fi ltering and changes constantly. 
Clouds roll by and something new 
shines through. Seasonal changes 
are especially unique.” As an avid 
student of philosophy, meditation, 
and yoga, Jim enjoys exploring 
nature preserves and connecting 
with the land through his unique lens. The healing spiritual elements 
of being in nature is a central theme to Jim’s work and an important 
aspect of connecting with Door County’s exceptional lands and waters. 
“There’s so much to experience when we take our time to observe with 
mindfulness” says Jim, “Stand still for 5-10 minutes along the trail and 
you’ll fi nd more things fl ying around you.”

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to be inspired by his remarkable 
images of the peninsula. Almost all of the pictures you see in this 
publication, newsletters, and online come from our amazing volunteers. 
If you’re an avid hiker or amateur photographer, join our photography 
group and start shooting. Photographing in nature can be a great 
lesson in patience and observation, while making a big diff erence for 
members who live out-side of the county. Thank you, Jim, for helping 
share the wonders of Door County through your photos!

Jim Perry “hangs out” between pictures 
at Kangaroo Lake Nature Preserve.

Photos by Nancy Aten, Amanda Pyke, Julie Schartner, Mary Van Dyke
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(920) 746-1359 • www.DoorCountyLandTrust.org 

PO Box 65, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Door County Land Trust
Protecting Door County’s Exceptional Lands and Waters...Forever

• Sound Finances
• Ethical Conduct
• Responsible Governance
• Lasting Stewardship

Following our Trails?
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
Find links at DoorCountyLandTrust.org

Washington Island’s Big and Little Marsh 
and nearby Coff ey Swamp natural areas, 
Gibraltar-Ephraim Swamp Natural Area, 
as well as LittLe Sturgeon and Sawyer 
Harbor watersheds, are the three focus 
areas for Door County Land Trust’s 
conservation work during 2020. Pictured 
here is the Richter Community Forest 
Nature Preserve on Washington Island.

2020 Land Protection 
Priority Areas
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“When one 
tugs at a 
single thing 
in nature, 
he fi nds it 
attached to 
the rest of 
the world.”

- John Muir


