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on Bay Ship Canal Nature Preserve

14. Legacy Nature Preserve at Clay Banks

340 Lake Lane & 5200 Lake Lane

eserve Features: This trail system features
abitats and landscapes including Lake
ch, sand dunes, ancient ridge and swale
d-growth stands of hemlock and white
n ﬁelds. The trail also provides outstanding
hip canal and two historic lighthouses.

e Lake Michigan Flyway…

oximity to Lake Michigan, the land here is
site for rare and threatened bird species
ald eagle, Caspian tern and osprey. It’s
he region’s most critical resting spots for
otropical birds. Walk quietly through the
ee if you can hear or see some of Door
st unique visitors. From the shoreline,
spian and common terns diving into the
ch small ﬁsh. Stay oﬀ the sand dunes: this
tat for the federally endangered Pitcher’s

n.

1000 Feet

Preserve Acres: 91

Miles of Hiking Trail: 1.0

Trail Rating: Easy-to-moderate on level terrain with
incline along bluﬀ slope
Trail and Preserve Features: Trail passes through
ﬁelds to the edge of a bluﬀ overlooking the waters of
Lake Michigan. From this scenic overlook, the trail then
descends through ﬁelds ﬁlled with milkweed and goldenrod
to the shores of Lake Michigan. The preserve is a great
place to observe shore birds, dragonﬂies and butterﬂies.

Sunken Shipwrecks… The red banks that line
the shore in this part of Door County give Clay Banks
Township, and this preserve, its name. In the mid-tolate 1800s, the nearby village of Clay Banks boasted the
longest piers on the peninsula, due to shallow reefs,
rock ledges and submerged boulders. The treacherous
marine topography here was responsible for many
documented shipwrecks, including a few directly
oﬀshore of the Legacy Preserve.
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