
DOOR COUNTY 
LAND TRUST

Preserving Door County 
through

Planned Giving 
& Estate Planning

Our lives
have been enriched…

The Gift That
Lasts Forever



…its stone fence-lined fields, its quiet cedar forests, 
its majestic bluffs overlooking sparkling waters. 

Those of us who know Door County have been the
recipients of great and often undisturbed beauty. 

There are fewer and fewer places 
like Door County in the world. 

You and I have an obligation and
opportunity shared by few generations. 

Two hundred years ago, few would  
have thought of “saving” land. 

Without our help, two hundred years from now 
it will be too late.”

Dan Burke
Executive Director,

Door County Land Trust

Creating a Legacy…

“Our lives have been enriched 
by Door County…

Creating a Legacy…



By including the Door County Land Trust 
in your estate planning,

you are protecting the natural beauty and ecological health 
of Door County for future generations. 

Along with your financial gift, you are giving… 

� The gift of clean water and air

� The gift of open lands on which to learn about
and enjoy first-hand the wonders of nature

� The gift of solace and respite in a busy world

� The gift of inspiration for artists, writers, and 
all appreciators of natural beauty

D O O R  C O U N T Y  L A N D  T R U S T
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Planned Giving

Making Gifts Through Your Will or Trust 
One of the single most important ways you can help the
Door County Land Trust (DCLT) is through your will
or trust. The simple insertion of a clause in your will or
trust can create a lasting legacy and help the Land Trust
accomplish its mission in the future. You can name the
DCLT as the direct beneficiary of a 
specific amount of money, of specific assets, or of a 
portion of your estate after other payments are made.
Gifts to the DCLT are free from federal estate tax, and
there is no limit on the amount you can leave to the
Land Trust. After your lifetime, your estate is able to take
a charitable deduction for the full amount of your gift. 

The Gift that…

…lasts forever.
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1. Land Protection Fund
Gifts given to the Land Protection Fund are used to 
preserve land now. They are used for current land acquisi-
tion opportunities, general growth and organizational
necessities that ensure the current and future effectiveness
of the Land Trust. This fund is used by the Board of
Directors and staff to further our land protection priorities
and accomplish our mission. 

“Saving land now is exciting and cru-
cial.  Every day portions of Door
County’s natural beauty are being
compromised. Knowing that we can
do something to protect the views we

love and to support our ecosystem is very important. We need
to take advantage of opportunities that are here today
because they may not be here tomorrow. In order to do that,
we need a financially sound, well-funded land protection
organization with a proven track record. The Door County
Land Trust is our best hope for preserving Door County for future 
generations.” 

– Mary and Mike Standish,
Town of Egg Harbor residents

Directing Your Gifts
You may target your gift to the Land Trust by designating
its placement in one or both of the following funds.

clean water & air

pnoto by Jeff Davis
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2. Stewardship Endowment Trust Fund
Another way to support the work of the Land Trust is to give to
the Stewardship Endowment Fund. When the Land Trust enters
into a conservation easement agreement or takes ownership of a
property, a relationship begins which extends into perpetuity. As
stewards of the land, the Land Trust promises to uphold the terms
of our protective easements into perpetuity and to accept any
incurred costs in doing so. The Stewardship Endowment Fund was
established to help meet these costs. In addition, it provides for
the long-term financial stability of the organization. The
Stewardship Endowment Fund gives assurance that the Land Trust
is prepared and able to meet its obligations long into the future.
Your gift to the Stewardship Endowment Fund will be invested;
the principle will remain untouched and interest generated by the
investment will provide the Land Trust with income year after
year. The Stewardship Endowment Fund is invested and managed
by an Endowment Board of Trustees.  

“An endowment is often the difference between
a hand-to-mouth non-profit organization and
one of excellence and stability, such as the Door
County Land Trust. Endowments give organi-
zations the financial edge they need to be cre-

ative and further their goals. Of all the organizations preserving
Door County lands, the Door County Land Trust stands out. We
are proud to be regular contributors to its endowment fund – a
pool of assets that “keeps on giving.”

– Paul and Fran Burton 
Village of Ephraim residents

perpetuity

pnoto by Jeff Davis
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The Land… the first school 

The Land… the first sanctuary 

It all begins with… 

the Land.

Designation Language
To make a gift to the DCLT, ask your attorney to insert the fol-
lowing language into your will or trust:

“I, give to the Door County Land Trust Inc., with its principal busi-
ness office at P.O. Box 345, Ephraim, Wisconsin 54211 (insert writ-
ten amount of gift, percentage of the estate or residuary of estate, or
description of property) for its Land Acquisition Fund - or -
Stewardship Endowment Fund.”

The Land… the first theater

Washington Island kindergartners
study native wildflowers with Land
Program Director, Terrie Cooper, at
the Richter Community Forest.

Where water meets land… 
Front row seats provide captivating
and breathtaking vistas from atop
Door County’s Niagara Escarpment.

Majestic white pines reach for the
skies and create a quiet sanctuary
below at the Land Trust’s
Lautenbach Preserve.

pnoto by Jeff Davis

pnoto by Kieth Van Dyke
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Julie Schartner
Text Box
“I give to the Door County Land Trust Inc., with its principal business office at 23 N. Fifth Avenue, P.O. Box 65, Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin 54235 (insert written amount of gift, percentage of the estate or residuary of estate, or description of property) to be used for its land preservation work --or --to be designated for its Stewardship Endowment Fund.” 




Other Ways to Give
When considering a gift, whether it’s $5,000, $50,000, or even
more, you can further the mission of the Door County Land Trust
in one or more of the following ways.  

� Outright Gifts
An outright gift is one made while you are living and is transferred
directly from you to the Land Trust. Outright gifts provide you
with a charitable tax deduction, remove assets from your taxable
estate, and have an immediate impact on land preservation efforts.

� Gifts of Cash
Most gifts of “cash” are in the form of checks. You may also make
outright gifts by credit card. If you itemize deductions, these dona-
tions are generally deductible up to 50% of your adjusted gross
income.

� Gifts of Stock or Mutual Funds
Giving a gift of stock that you have owned for more than a year
can be especially tax-wise. If you were to sell the stock, you would
pay a capital gains tax on its increase in value. By making a gift of
the stock to the DCLT, you avoid paying taxes on the gain. In
addition, your charitable contribution deduction is equal to the full
market value of the stock. 

solace and respite

Example:
If you purchased stock years ago for $5,000 and it
is now worth $15,000, an outright gift to the
DCLT would result in a charitable contribution
deduction of $15,000. Also, you would pay no capi-
tal gains tax on the $10,000 appreciated value.
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Making a gift of stock and/or mutual funds is easy…
1. Notify your stockbroker in writing that you wish to make a
charitable donation of stock and/or mutual funds to the Door
County Land Trust on a specific date.
2. Your broker will contact the DCLT to notify us of your gift and
to obtain our brokerage account information.
3. Upon notice that title to the stock/mutual fund has been trans-
ferred to the DCLT, we will ask our broker to sell the stock/mutu-
al fund. The DCLT will pay the commission and you will avoid
capital gains tax.

�Other Non-Cash Assets
The Door County Land Trust also accepts gifts such as
real estate, stock options, retirement plans and tangible
personal property. 

�Life Insurance Gifts
One simple way to leave a gift to the DCLT is to donate a
life insurance policy to us or simply name us as the benefi-
ciary.  If the gift is a paid-up policy, you will receive an
income tax deduction equal to the lesser of the cash
value of the policy or the total premiums paid. To qual-
ify for the federal charitable contribution deduction on
the gift of an existing policy, you must name us as the
owner and beneficiary and can do so by simply con-
tacting your insurance agent. 

�Charitable Remainder Trust
A charitable remainder trust (CRT) is one of several
legal and financial tools which may be helpful in com-
bining estate planning and charitable giving. It allows indi-
viduals to make donations to their favorite charities while
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still maintaining an income stream from their asset(s). 

How does a CRT work?  
Your attorney can help you create a trust using IRS-approved pro-
cedures. The trust is funded with cash or more typically, appreciat-
ed assets like stocks, bonds or mutual funds. With appreciated
assets, you may authorize the trust to sell the assets and invest the
proceeds. From the investment, the trust will pay you an annual
income (5% or more of the value of the trust assets) until the end
of your life or other designated time period. Upon death or termi-
nation of the time period, the remaining assets of the trust are
transferred to the DCLT. You will benefit by receiving an income
tax deduction for a charitable contribution at the time the CRT is
established. You will also eliminate the capital gains tax on the sale
of the appreciated assets.  It is important to note that with a
Charitable Remainder Trust, a donor is able to retain control over
the management of the trust until the time of his or her death.

“Because the Land Trust helps to preserve the
quality of life in Door County, we look for ways
to help preserve the future of the Land Trust. A
Charitable Remainder Trust benefits both the

donor as well as the Land Trust. During our lifetime, the invest-
ed assets will grow and provide a supplemental income. Upon our
death, the assets will be distributed to the Land Trust and several
other non-profits. For us, a CRT is a win-win situation.”

– Karl and Lucy Klug 
Town of Baileys Harbor residents

quality of life

pnoto by Jeff Davis
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DOOR COUNTY LAND TRUST

Our Mission

The mission of the Door County Land Trust 

is to protect, preserve and maintain lands 

that contribute significantly to the 

scenic beauty, open space, and 

ecological integrity of Door County.

P.O. Box 345, Ephraim, WI  54211
(920) 839-9990    •    dburke@dcwis.com

www.doorcountylandtrust.org

Our primary business is preserving land.

Since 1986, the Door County Land Trust has worked with over
70 local landowners to preserve forever thousands of acres of
forests, fields, farmlands and wildlife habitat. We are the only
completely local, non-governmental organization protecting land
throughout Door County. From Southern Door to Washington
Island and all points in between, we have worked to preserve the
natural beauty and rural character of Door County. We are a
membership organization comprising over 1500 Land Trust sup-
porters. If you have land you’d like protected for future genera-
tions, we would be honored to meet with you and answer any
questions you may have. Our publication, “How to Protect your
Door County Property; A Guide to Land Protection Strategies” is
an excellent source for landowners considering conservation. For
a complimentary copy, please call our office.

Julie Schartner
Text Box
             P.O Box 65, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
   (920)746-1359   *  info@doorcountylandtrust.org
                   www.doorcountylandtrust.org




